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A Heartwarming Connection
The Family Liaison/Camper Relationship
By Deborah Shapiro

B eing a member of the Family Liaison Committee has been a
profoundly rewarding experience. | have been privileged to
help Wildflower campers and their families find respite from their
grief through ongoing support and the gift of camp. Eli and his mom
became a part of the Wildflower family when Eli was 14 years old,
one year after his father passed away. He was shy and quiet and very
protective of his mom. As an only child, he wanted to fill the shoes
left by his dad...to be the new man of the family. He was worried
about leaving his mom during the summer but curious about what
camp had to offer.

Eli’s first camp experience was a one-week camp, Heroic Journeys,
an outdoor-adventure program in Colorado for grieving children. He
loved it. He loved the adventure, the new experiences and the oppor-
tunity to share his loss with other children with similar experiences.
That first year was a turning point for Eli. He started to become more

Team Wildflower Rides Again

On September 29" Team
Wildflower rode in the Rodman
Ride for Kids, the largest one-
day fundraiser for at-risk kids in
the nation. For the second year
running, the Rodman event was

our most successful fundraiser.
With 10 riders, four virtual riders
and over 300 individual donors,
our anticipated fundraising total
is $80,850. Add to that Rod-
man’s 10% bonus and our total soars to $88,935! Thank you rid-
ers, donors, our corporate sponsor Group One and Don Rodman!

confident and more
willing to pursue his
interests in travel,
Spanish immersion
and community
service.

Eli has been a Wild-
flower camper for 4
years. Each year we
sent Eli to a different
program giving him
varied and enriching
experiences that matched his interests. With Wildflower’s support, he
has become a self-assured, thoughtful and accomplished young man.
He is 18 years old now and applying to college. Upon his return from
his final camping trip this summer, he wrote this letter to Wildflower.

I want to thank you and everyone at Wildflower who helped me attend
my transformative trip with Deerhill. I'm amazed at how emotionally
attached and connected I got with my Deerhill friends in such a short
time. My expedition pushed me to grow and develop emotionally,
spiritually and as a more mature and globally-aware person. Whether
it was canoeing 56 miles on the San Juan River, building a bread oven
at The Zuni Pueblo, or summiting Centennial Peak in Colorado, I was
connecting with and learning about the people around me. What 1
learned from my fellow group memebers has helped me develop a bet-
ter understanding of myself. I am honored and feel very lucky to have
attended this program and would love to share stories and pictures
with you.

Eli’s school requires graduating seniors to complete a Capstone
Senior Project. Eli asked us if he could work with us so that he could
give back for all Wildflower has done for him. I know I can speak
for the entire Wildflower community when I say, “Eli, we would be
honored to have you!”

The Wildflower Camp Foundation helps children who have lost
a parent. We provide bereaved families with the gift of camp,
enrichment opportunities and ongoing support services. We are
committed to renewing the promise of summer, offering a
restorative experience for both the children and surviving spouse
as they recover from their loss. To learn more visit:
www.wildflowercampfoundation.org

A heartfelt thank you to all who have given Wildflower the
gift of time, expertise and financial support so that we might
give the gift of camp to bereaved children.






